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Web Notes:  Our church website is 
www.covenantaugusta.org. Many 
announcements about upcoming events are 
on the website.  Pictures of church events, 
important links, our interactive calendar, 
and more are available. If you want to see 
additional information posted, please 
contact the church office. 
We also have a Facebook Page called:  
Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

 

Covenant Presbyterian 

Church  

¶ 3131 Walton Way, Augusta, GA 30909 

¶ (706) 733-0513  

¶ FAX (706) 738-8938 

¶ info@covenantaugusta.org 

¶ www.covenantaugusta.org 

¶ Transitional Pastor: The Rev. Stu Ritter  

¶ Ministers: All of Covenantôs Members 

¶ Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Flowers Celebrate Glory of Christ 
Before you come to Covenant for any of the Easter 
Sunday services, please stop by your garden and pick a 
handful of flowers for our Easter Cross. 
The large wooden cross, wrapped in wire, will be in the 
Narthex that morning, where you may easily add your 
contribution.  Decorated with the variety of spring colors from our gardens, 
the cross will be displayed outside throughout the day to reflect the glory of 
the living Christ. 
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Christian Education  

Celebration Sunday 
     Sunday, April 2, during the Faith Formation 
Hour, CE Ministry is partnering with 
Fellowship Ministry to host our traditional 
covered-dish First Sunday breakfast in the 
Fellowship Hall.   
     Instead of having individual classes after 

breakfast, weôll remain together for the whole time which 
will include:  music, birthday celebrations, announcements, 
review of what we learned the previous month, introduction 
of the new theme, activities for the children, and 
distribution of the Covenant Family Fridge Flyer. 
We hope you will find this time to be an important part 

of your faith journey, both individually and as the Covenant 
family together. 

 
Mark Your Calendars Now!! 
Summer Dates 
June 4 ï 10          GAP Camp 
June 19 ï 23        ñIn The Cityò Mission Week for 
 completed 3rd grade through  
 high school 
June 28          Covenant Together Family Night 
July 10 ï 14         Vacation Bible School, 9am ï 12noon 
July 26             Covenant Together Family Night 

 

Local Missions  

Volunteers at Soup Kitchen 
Thanks to our many volunteers who shared their talents 

and hospitality on Tuesday, April 28, at the Masterôs Table 
Soup Kitchen. Those who generously gave their time and 
energy are: Beth Ashmore, Diane Griffin, Carol 
Lapp, Dave Lapp, Barbara Lewis, Sue Luhring, Mike 
Shrout, Polly Williams, and Jim Wade.  They prepared and 
served 260 meals. 
        
GAP Item of the Month 
  The item of the month for April is diapers (baby/adult). 
This item will be a welcome addition to our Food Pantry 
shelves. Boxes for the item of the month are located near 
the sanctuary and outside the Fellowship Hall. There are 
also GAP donation boxes under the mailbox table near the 
Church Office.  
GAP is always in need of single service, pop-top canned 

food, plastic spoons and forks, eyeglasses and Bibles in 
good condition.   

 

Preschool Ministry  

     The Preschool Ministry is looking for 
church members to serve on our Ministry.  
We need more volunteers to support our 
school and gain new members to Covenant.  
Our meetings are the first Sunday of the 
month at 4:00 p.m.  Please contact Courtney 

Davis directly at 706-951-8252 if you are wish to join the 
ministry. 
  
 
 

GAP Clothes Closet Ministry  

Thanks so much to our wonderful Covenant congregation 
who donated coats and shoes to the GAP coat closet this 
winter.  The donations we received helped many men, 
women and children keep warm this winter.   

     Your generosity and that of other area 
churches and organizations has inspired GAP 
to start a new year-round Clothes Closet 
Ministry to help our clients with limited 
income supplement their wardrobes.  GAP is 
seeking clean, gently used clothing for men, 

women and children.  If you are cleaning out your closets 
and drawers and find clothing you are no longer using but 
still looks good, please consider donating it to GAP.  We 
can use menôs, womenôs, and childrenôs pants, shirts, skirts 
and tees as well as shoes.  Since many of our clients are 
men, donations of menswear (particularly in larger sizes) 
are much appreciated.  Sturdy walking shoes are also a 
popular client request. 
GAP gets many requests for backpacks, grocery carts, 
and suitcases on wheels.  The Clothing Closet could also 
use larger plastic or paper department store type bags to 
hold the items we distribute. 
Donations can be left in the Fellowship Hall to the left of 
the stage area. 
In Matthew 25, Jesus said: ñI was naked and you 
clothed me. . . .Truly, I say to you, as you did it to the 
least of these my brothers, you did it to me.ò    If you 
would think twice about giving a particular item to 
Jesus, perhaps it would be best to toss it. 

Masters Week Office Hours  

The Church Office will be open 9:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 
Monday, April 3 through Friday, April 7 for Masters Week. 
 

Masters Week Staff Schedules  

During Masters Week many of the staff members will be 
out of the office or on an abbreviated schedule.  Below are 
the schedules of each staff member. 
¶ Pam Kmiecik will be out the office Wednesday, April 
5ðFriday, April 7. 

¶ John McCrosky will be out of the office Monday, 
April 4ð Friday, April 8. 

¶ Lyn Patterson will practice mid-morning, Tuesday, 
April 4ðSaturday, April 8. 

¶ Stu Ritter will be in the office Monday, April 4ð
Friday, April 8. 

¶ Judy Strogonoff will be out of the office Monday, 
April 3ðThursday, April 6. 

Worship and Music  

Sanctuary Flowers 
     Our Flower Calendar is a meaningful way to show 
love and to glorify God. If you would like to donate 
flowers, check with Judy Strogonoff in the Church Office 
to make sure your meaningful date is available.  Forms to 
order flowers and to include a special message for the 
bulletin are located in the Church Office.  You are welcome 
to use your own florist or Judy can place the order with the 
florist that Covenant uses.  The cost is usually $75 - $100. 
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Sympathies  

Christian sympathies are extended to Jean Chase and 
family on the death of her husband, John Chase who died 
March 14.  A private service will be planned at a later date. 

New Members  

On Sunday, March 12, we welcomed six new members to 
Covenantôs family.  Their information is listed below; 
please send a note to welcome them: 

Lee and Debi Bonecutter 
2709 Boars Head Road 
Augusta, GA 30907 
Debi:  770-617-6544  
Lee: 706-564-9279 
 
Sandy Kelley 
115 Sheldon Drive 
Martinez, GA 30907 
570-236-4060 
 
Gail Kouame 
1744 Drexel Ave. 
Augusta, GA 30904 
253-315-0456 
 
Marian Moseley 
755 Lancaster Road 
Augusta, GA 30909 
706-922-6482 
 
Ty (Christian) Page 
231 Post Oak Lane 
N. Augusta, SC 29841 
302-242-5688 

Thank you 
     Many thanks for all the cards, flowers, 
delicious food, visits, and donations during 
the past several months.  The chauffeuring 
has been of great help also!! 
     Covenant is a loving sharing church and 

we appreciate your generosity. 
With the help of your prayers we are improving daily. 

In Godôs care, 
Sue Blackstock and Family 

 
Many Thanks 
Thank you to Gail Baker, Mary Beachum, and Martha 

Bertrand for delivering the beautiful flowers from the 
sanctuary.  I also enjoyed the nice visit. 
Many thanks also go to The Rev. Stu Ritter for coming 

to the hospital in the early morning the day of my surgery. 
~ Lois Reynolds 

Northeast Georgia 

Presbyterian Women Honor 

JoAnn Ealick  

     Congratulations to JoAnn 
Ealick, a cherished member of 
Covenant Presbyterian Church. 
Northeast Georgia Presbytery CT 
and Northeast Georgia PW CT 
declared ñJoAnn Cheeley Ealick 
Dayò throughout Northeast Georgia 

Presbytery on March 18, 2017 at the 30th Annual PW 
Gathering in Gainesville, GA.  JoAnn received the gold 
Honorary Life Membership award for her service to 
Presbyterian Women in the PC US and then PC(USA).  
Surrounded by her sisters, her daughters and 
granddaughters JoAnn received other gifts of appreciation 
and love.  
Her work as a faithful servant to God has made a 

difference to Presbyterian Women, to the Presbyteries she 
has served and to church-wide events she attended. 

Covenant Preschool News  

Itôs time to enroll in our Summer Fun 
Program, which begins May 30th and 
ends July 27th. The school will meet 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
mornings at 9am ï 1pm. You choose the 
days  and how many days you want your 
children to attend.  We will be closed for the 4th of July and 
the week of July 10th -14th for Vacation Bible School. 
Information and registration forms can be picked up outside 
the school office or downloaded online at 
covenantaugusta.org under preschool. 

New Book Highlight  

One of the new books in the library is Reading John for 
Dear Life by Jaime Clark-Soles. In it Soles observes that, 
"Jesusô emotion is generated by his love (phileo). I have 
found that many people try to derive a distinction between 
the kind of love God has for us, which they refer to as 
agape é and the kind of ñlower-orderò love people have 
for each other (phileo); John obliterates any such notion. 
The divine/human dichotomy or dualism that many of us 
insist upon is not tolerated by the Jesus in John. Thatôs part 
of the point of the incarnationðto help us stop imagining 
God and Jesus as ñup thereò in some ethereal realm that is 
untainted by humanity, while ñdown hereò is the mundane, 
profane world unfit to host Godðas if it were our house." 
You can find this book and other new additions on 

display in the library. check it out! 
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 In the Footsteps  

of Jesus  

     I still have much to learn about 

Augusta, but thereôs one thing I know 

for sure: April begins with Masters 

Weeké and this year, Masters Week 

leads straight into Holy Week. Thereôs 

tremendous passion on the greens of Augusta National, but 

it canôt compare to the experience of Holy Week when our 

hearts share the passion (that is, the suffering) of our Lord. 

On Easter Sunday (April 16) and throughout the weeks 

and months that follow, weôll celebrate the good news of 

the resurrection, marveling at the divinity of Christ. If his 

teachings and deeds left any doubt that Jesus was the Son of 

God, his resurrection closed the book on that question. 

But letôs not get ahead of ourselves. We donôt observe the 

events of Holy Week simply as a matter of ritual or for the 

sake of tradition. We donôt race through Maundy Thursday 

and Good Friday to get to Easter. As we share Christôs 

journey through this momentous week ð his farewell to the 

disciples, and the betrayal that sent him to the cross ð the 

blessings of Easter become more meaningful, more real, 

more transformative for each one of us. 

ñA Brief Statement of Faith,ò one of our denominationôs 

most contemporary creeds, calls Jesus ñfully human, fully 

God.ò Easter launches our celebration of the divine Jesus, 

who blesses us with hope and new life; but this week we 

walk with the human Jesus, who suffered horrific pain, wept 

for us, and died for us.  

The passion of Christ begins with his entry into the holy 

city of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. Humbly transported on a 

donkey, Jesus inspires both awe and jubilation. Unlike the 

carefully staged precision of a modern celebrity motorcade, 

the events of Palm Sunday had a remarkably spontaneous 

character. 

Now fast-forward to Thursday and the scene shifts from 

dancing in the streets to a quieter, more intimate setting. 

Here the bonds of friendship are sealed with the sacred 

observance of Passover, and a new tradition ð the 

Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper ð is born. 

On Maundy Thursday (April 13), weôll gather to 

experience the melding of our Jewish and Christian 

heritage, preparing our hearts and minds for the world-

changing events of the next three days ð remembering the 

crucifixion on Good Friday, engaging in solemn reflection 

on Saturday, and joyfully celebrating new life on Easter 

Sunday. I hope youôll join us for each step on this sacred 

journey. 

Alleluia!   

WEEKLY  LECTIONARY  

READINGS  

      Our scripture readings each week prepare us for the 
lessons on the following Sunday. During your family time, 
read all or part of the assigned passage for the week. Take 
some time to explore the Covenant Pinterest page for activ-
ities pinned for you to reinforce our lessons at home. 

 
Lenten Series 

Boot Camp for the Soul 
 

March 27-April 2:  Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:1-45 
Dead End:  When all hope seems lost, God revives 

 
April 3-9:  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Matthew 21:1-11 
Celebrate and Wait:  Rejoice at the end of the journey,  

but know challenges lie around. 
 

Easter Series 
ñCloser and Closerò 

 
April 10-16 (Easter):  John 20:1-18 

The Stories Women Tell:  We hear and trust Maryôs story, 
and the stories we have to tell. 

 
April 17-23:  1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 
Reach Out and Touch:  Jesus welcomes Thomas  
to touch him, to get as close as he needs. 

 
April 24-30:  Luke 24:13-35 

Walking with Jesus:  We know Jesus  
and one another in the breaking of bread  

and the sharing of stories. 

Easter's dawn  

      On the third day, the friends of Christ 
coming at daybreak é found the grave 
empty and the stone rolled away. In varying 
ways they realized the new wonder; but 
even they hardly realized that the world had 

died in the night. What they were looking at was the first 
day of a new creation, with a new heaven and a new earth; 
and in a semblance of the gardener, God walked again in 
the garden, in the cool not of the evening but of the dawn. 

  
ðG.K. Chesterton   
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Adults (12 and over):  $7.00 
Children (4-11):  $4.00 
Toddlers (under 4):  Free 
Family Maximum:  $18.00 

 
Our Wednesday Fellowship Dinner  

is served at 5:15 p.m.  
Be sure to make your reservation.  Reservation sheets can 
be found in the Gathering Area and by the mailboxes         
or you may call the Church Office or email                         
Judy (jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org). Reservations/
cancellations must be made by 11:00 a.m. on the preceding 
Tuesday.   
Indicate how many adults and how many children will 
attend the dinner.  Also indicate if you wish to have the 
vegetarian meal. 
If you wish to be placed on the permanent list, please 
note that when making your reservations.  Once you are on 
the permanent list you will need to call by only 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday with any changes or if you are not able to attend. 

 
Wednesday Night Fellowship will take a break during 

Masters Week (April 5) 

 

Menus  

Our WNF meals, menus will be printed in the weekly 
bulletins.  If you are not able to attend service but would 
like information for the menu the next Wednesday, you 
may call the office for that information. 

 
 

Childrenôs Wednesday Night  

Program Schedule  

 
Our regular Wednesday Night Program Schedule  

 
6:00 ï 6:30 p.m. 

 2nd  ï 5th grades:  Creation Ringers 
 

6:10 ï 6:35 p.m. 
 4 years ï 1st  Grade:  Angel Choir  
 

6:30 ï 7:00 p.m.  
 2nd ï 5th grades:  Creation Singers 
 

6:35 ï 7:00 p.m.  
 4 years ï 1st grade:  Nursery  

 
Adult Programs are scheduled for 6:10 ï 7:00.  

 
 

Wednesday Night Fellowship  

Adult Program  

      During Lent, Judy Grieve leads a 
discussion series based on the book and 
video 24 Hours That Changed the World  
by Adam Hamilton to help you better 
understand the events that occurred during 
the last 24 hours of Jesus life; to see more 

clearly the theological significance of Christ's suffering and 
death; and reflect upon the meaning of these events in your 
life. 

Always wanted to knit  

(or crochet)?  

Join the Prayer Shawl Ministry on Wednesday night.  
We have yarn, needles and teachers .  All we need is you!  
All agesðmale or femaleðare welcome to our fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

Covenant Youth Fellowship 

Events:  

Sunday, April 30     2:00 ï 6:00 p.m. 
Fishing Festival at the Pittmansô Pond. Hosted by the youth 
for the Covenant Family. Mark your calendars now and 
look for more information soon. 
 
Thursday, May 4     9:00 a.m.ï 4:00 p.m. 
Youth Leader Workshop and Planning day sponsored by 
Northeast Georgia Presbytery and hosted by John 
McCrosky 

Summer Youth Trips and Events: 
June 3 ï 10       Montreat Youth Conference for high  
  school youth 
July 19-23        Montreat Middle School Conference for  
  rising 5th through 8th graders 
June 19 ï 23     ñIn The Cityò Mission Week for completed 
  3rd grade through high school youth. 
 
Youth commitment forms for summer events are due now! 
 

Youth Events Policy  

The CE Ministry created a new ñpolicyò for all youth 
events.  

In support of quality Christian fellowship, 
Covenant youth activities are ñtechnology free.ò All 
participating will place their ñtechnologyò in a 
designated container at the start of the event where 
they will remain until the end of the event. Adult 
advisors may make exceptions as needed to allow the 
technology to be used in activities, for urgent 
communications requirements or other situations at 
their judgment. 
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